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Prosper postdoc case study – answer template

General advice for answers:
· [bookmark: _Hlk213838544]You don’t need to worry about grammar, spelling, or writing beautiful prose – we can edit it our side!
· Say as much or as little as you like for each section, don’t feel you have to say anything you don’t want to say, or give detail you’d rather not. 50-100 word answers are fine (even less is OK for the shorter questions) – more is also OK if you want to elaborate! An example of a short one can be seen here: https://prosper.liverpool.ac.uk/postdoc-resources/explore/former-prosper-pilot-postdocs-case-studies/dr-rebecca-jensen/
· Bullet point answers are fine! And feel free to e.g. put your answers in red under the sections/prompts below
· We wont publish anything without your express sign-off – send completed answers to Prosper.postdoc@liverpool.ac.uk and we’ll be in touch via email with a preview of what we hope to publish, and you’ll have the chance to edit or change anything you like
· We publish these with headshot photos like the ones on this page https://prosper.liverpool.ac.uk/postdoc-resources/explore/former-prosper-pilot-postdocs-case-studies/ - so please send a hi-res one you’re happy with along with the answers (if you’re not comfortable with this, just say so)

Role on starting Prosper cohort
· Job title, department/school, University

Current role
· If different to the above, otherwise N/A

What is your background as a postdoc/researcher?
· A very brief outline of your career to date (you don’t need to go into every detail!)
· A brief outline of your current role/project and what it entails
· Your area of research/expertise/specialism – what is it you’re studying/working on?

Why did you join the Prosper cohort?
· What motivated you to engage with Prosper and join the cohort (can be as brief or as detailed as you like!)

How did you find the Prosper cohort?
· Your top-level thoughts/feelings about/reactions to the cohort/programme as a whole (the next section is for specific things you found useful)

Which aspects of Prosper did you find most useful?
· Did any particular sessions/focuses/themes stand out as particularly useful for you – and why?
· Did any other aspects of the cohort (e.g. the community/social element/facilitators/speakers) stand out for you as a positive – and why?
· What if any skills/approaches/perspectives did you gain from the cohort – and is there anything in particular that you found very useful as something to pursue in your own ongoing career development?

What are your future career plans?
· It doesn’t need to be specific – and it’s OK not to be sure!
· What ambitions do you have for your future career?
· Has the Prosper cohort changed your thinking about academia vs careers beyond academia in any way?
· Are there any particular sectors or roles beyond academia you’re interested in potentially pursuing (either in the near future or not) – did your time with Prosper change your thinking on this at all?
· How has the Prosper cohort changed your thinking/approach to your future career planning?

If there’s one bit of advice you could give to a postdoc that was in the position you were in before you joined Prosper, what would it be?
· This can either be someone in your position/state of mind before you engaged with Prosper, or could be a hypothetical postdoc/early career researcher who hasn’t given much time or thought to career planning/development yet

Would you recommend Prosper to other postdocs?
· If so, why?
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